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...... ainee tbe stJoond World War-the ~pected Mexican 
DOvc1iea car.toa Fuenta depicted Jc:aua ...urytVlng the Crossb¥ 
meua 01 a fraudukat cruciJWoo involvina a aubltit,ute. At least 
OIIC DOYel. Ma,dtlk". by Carolyn Slauahter. prc:aented the Mag­
daIc:ac • J....... Iovu. And Liz Oreene, drawinS on lOme of our 
OWD ~ wrote oJ a bIoodliDe deIcctodcd from Jelua in TIle 
IJNturwr qf lIN "* a novel about NOitradamua publiahal in 
1980. 

So far u IDOI'e academic ICho~hip was concerned, the NIlI 
Hammadi Serol.. appeared for tbe.ft:nttime in Engliah tn:nala~ 

in 1911. and within two yean had inapircd Elaine Pasels's beat­
Idler T'Iu GtIOJ'k Goq.ls. Morton Smith had diacloecd hia find­
in.. .oout the early church in 1M S«nl GaspeL foUowmS it with 
hit oonlrovenW portrait in JUIIS 'he Magidan. Haim Maccoby 
addrcaacd himlelf to the hiatorical Jc:aue in RellOlullon in Judaeo. 
u did Oeza Vennea in loch wOrb u JUIlS 'he Jew. And Hugh 
Schonfteld'i on-loins .eriea of Itudica of 8rat~turyPaleatine 

wu appearinl .t regUlar intervals through the 1'910.. On a theo­
IosicaIlevel. a number of Ansliean clem provoked cooaiderable 
controversy by qucationina JelUI'S divinity' in a ooUection of ca­
aay.. Tlte My,h of God lllaJrrta'e. And ilia alto worth notioS a 
curioua. unaUbltantiattd but fUclnatins book. T1J.e Jaw Scroll. 
.by an Australian writer, Donovan Joyce. 

By 1982, then, when Holy Blood. 1l0ly Gmi/.ppeared in print. 
the w.ten bad already bc.co diaturbod by. freeh wave of matcrW 
pertaininlto tbe hiatorical Jc:aua. True. many people ati1l did not 
know the ealeBt to whicb, for eumple, tbe Ooepela coot'radict 
each other. Or that there are Gospels,otlier than th.OIe in the New 
Tcetameot. which were moc:c 6f Ic:aa arbitrarl1yeJlCluded from the 
canon by oounciJa OOIIlpolCd of eminently mortal. eminend'y r.lli ­
ble men. Or- that Jeaua', divinity had been decided by vote at the 
Council of Nicaea, IOIDC three centuries after Jeaws him.R1f had 
lived. True, too, fundamenlaliam ia aim rabid in America. And, u 
we cbeen'erl earlier, :hwe iUc ,tiiipcople in Britain who can 
ascribe a fire eaUlCd by lightninl in York to 00(1', _r.t,h at the 
appointment of a ao.~ba~ outspoken bishop-u if, amid the 
violeooe. hatred. preJooace, lDIenaitivity and menace of the mod­
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em world. God had nothinS more ~ OIl Ria mind. nothina 
better Woo with· Hia rClOOJUa. ADd lJwR arc IIill people wbo 
can about bwpbcmy or hcreay and danand tl-e umc bUbop'l 
reeignatioe wben be makea 10 Idf~locoauLoo-«BIC. ~ 
ment u that the IlealllnlCtioo canool be cW.nilivcl, ·proved'. 
Nevertbekaa. there is IOIDdhinS 'in the air', 01 which the bUop 
himaelf is a ouWife:atation, 

.'t .wouId be diaingeDuoua 00 our pUt to prdald iponooc 01 
our book'l impact. both in aaIea and cootroven,. fur the .... 
time aince "uab SChootidd'l PtiDorer Plot in 1963, cataio QUCIt­
tiooa pert:ainins to the NeW T.........enlo to JelUi aDd to the 0fiIjqI
 
of auiatianity, were nUlled to the aencoJ radina publio-to die 
ao-called ....... maRet'. rather than to a cadft of acadtmic IpO­


cialiata and Iheo&opn.. And it ~ .ppMalt that tbe acacnJ 
rC*tinl public WM DOl only prepared. but pc*tivdy e.ecr. to 
Iiaten. 

Ndthcr t.eJevWOn nor the put)liahioS eltablialubmt wu blind to 
the pouibilitica. SiJ:H?C 1982. a numba" of new boob have ap­
pean'>d:. In 19Si, TIle IIIwio"ist. a novd by Anita Muon. ~ercd • 
coolfOvcnial but billOrica:lly valid penpective 00 the coaWomoc 
<:>f the early Church; it ..,uabort-Iiak.d for the BookU" Priz:c. 
Bri~" molt pl"atipoua IilttUy .ward. In 1985, Anthony Bur­
ae-. pcrhapI even more coolrovenially, explored much the IIUDCI 

tertiaoo in 1M Kilflldom of1M Wkbd. An incipieat ltonu w.. 
provoked by Michele 1lobertB'. novel TIle Wild GirL On""" M 

we dkt. 00 evideoce in the Naa Hammadi ScroUa, Micbdc R0b­
erti depiCts the Ma&dakne u Jeaua'i lover and u the moth« oJ 
haa child. 00 ita papero.ek publicatioo in 19", 1JIe Wild Girl 
pa;:ovoked dire fulmioatiOOJ not only from the expeeted ~ 

grouP' bot alAo from a wouJd-be TOFquemada in ParliUDal'~and. 
until rather lDOFe uoe judgmatla prevailed. tbe book wu lhrtat­
eoed with proeecutioo under Britaio'l antediluvian bI""""', 

. taw. In the meantime, Robert Oravc:a'. King JUJU" which auaba 
Ueertiona DO ic:aa acandalaua. was rauucd fOF the Ii.... lime Iinal 

1962, in a readily accaaible papert.ck cdi~. (Gravel" book. 
.preaumably, Wall too opaque for tbe &elf-.ppointed cuaWdiana 01 
thought who objected to Micbele Roberta. Or per-bape cat.bh,bed 
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"$ my..... aUoY a CIWtaia .munity .&om aueb cranky UJa1: Jot 
-...... ..., II..- .-t ._. aM ~ IDOIt inlemmatory. 
-.-r_~ --.-- ........
 
ponrapl 01 MuI an,."" ia ia D. H. Lawreooe·.1 ~. "me. WM 
lW. publiIhcwt __ .... lAy yean .. a lDlD1ature DiMta"­

... ia wllidl--6I depicted ..·bavina wbat UIfld 10 be ca8ed 

....... ~.widla ,.... 01.. in aD EcYpliaD temple. At. 

.... dj-eedc =:cr.,- lie dec1ateI. '1 IUD riIeor). 
A--. bibticel IhIdieIIfllU'ld aowardl a DOIl-IpCCialiIa audi­

moe. two of H. Sclaooleid·. boob have beeD reiaued. while a 
DeW OM, n. ..... QlJilIII.J'. appeand ill 1985. The worb of 
MOI1OIl Smith aDd Elaine PaP have au been relealed in quality 
pepc:rbeck oditio-. ha lclIe¥iIioo and cinaDa. theft have been dra­
matiuliona (a8bcit p-y aDd UOOOIltrovcnial) of tbc: Siqe of 
Muada and the dilpuae between Peter and Paul. More Bpil­
CaDlly, K.areo AJ1DIIroDI, a former nuo, challenstd ea~bIiahed 
Chriatian lraditioo in an inleUiaent. well raearcbcd. aDd lucid'ly 
praeated eeria 011 SainI Paul~ entitled 1M Fim CltrUdQ~ Aa we 
have already DOled, David Rolfe did likewile iD bU widely pub­
Iiciaed ICrieI JQIU... Iltt E'ilkna. which wu· foUowtd by a book 
bean... lhe ume lilk.' And in 1M s.a qf 1Vi,II. Don Cupilt. 
Lecturer ia Divinity aodDean of Emmanuel CoUeae. Cambridae. 
pracolCld perbap. lhc molt pcn;etratiq ldevilioo Rudy yet un­
dcr1akeil of Cbriatianily today-e Rudy conlainina ••a.anmta far 
more OOIIteotioua than thole of the Biahop of Durham. 

We would not praume to claim that Holy Blood. Holy Grail in 
ibdf noraaarily inftueaccd any of thea worb. Iodclcd. IOIDC of 
the individ..... cilCld above would unquatiouably lad. tbemeelvea 
at odell with eer1aio of oUr coochlliooa. Bu. we would Iik.e to 

t~ ~ lhe IUCCaI of our book R'.8derfd both pubUahcn and 
ldeYiIioe producen IDOR aWaft of the audialcc for' malerial per_ 
taininl to lhe biaIoricai Jaua aDd the oriBina of Chriatianity----an 
audic:Dee woo.c: appcUae maba IUcla boob and lima. viable. The 
emeraaaee of IhiI audieDcc COOItituta an e~lraDClIy aignilcanl 
......, dcvdo....-..t. It a1Io oIacra • ..-. ...d a_I•••__ ",",IVVI..••·.OW·.·I·, 
.... - ..-- • - --- - - ...utal J - -.----_ . 
011 the chDIChca. rc:oderinS incn:aainaJy untenab&e the kind of pa_ 
troniainS oenaonhip hitherto practiaed by churchmen with t.bdr 
oonareptiona. If, .. in the put, ahepberda withhold iDfonnatioo 

:u 

J... ­
&om thm lock. the fIod will DO .,....Fe ill the prooca 
I.&' will him _ad to boob and ..... 

U· we are correct in t'hi& uaump4ioo. we ~ "we a bMiI fOl" 
fedina pUled. Not, it mua be mpeatcd, bca-.: we are 00 • 

cruude. Not bccauac we hAve a veated intaat. pcnooaI 01" impel'­
1OOaI. in challt:nain& oompromiliq or embarnIIiIiD& the oa:Jt.i. 
ut1caJ...aabIithmcat. But bccaUIC we. too. live in the IIIOCIeo 
WOrld. We are aware 01, and ..octc:d by, the pI'C8IIIIa of that 

world: We are vulnerable. like everyone die, to pnj~ aDd are 
OOIlICiouI of bow much -havoc t>t,Otry, the U~ 01 blind faida. 
and the tyrUwy which oftca aooompulica.,it, can inftict 011 the , 

world. 1'1 is to OW' badt, u it is to eYUymae die'.. tJw tome 

~ure. of penpective ahouJdhe reatorcd. 
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