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portrayal of Josus anywhere is in D. H. Lawrenoc's The Man Who
Died, published more than fifty years ago, & miniature master-
piece in which Josus is depicted as having what used to be called
.Mm'm.mdhhinmﬂup&nwmpk,\l
the climactic moment, he declares, ‘1 am riseal’).

Among biblical studies goared towards a noa-specialist audi-
enoe, two of Hugh Schonfleld’s books have been reissucd, while a
new ont, The Kssene Odyssey. appeared in 1985. The works of
Morton Smith and Elaine Pagels have all boen released in quality
peperback oditions. In telovision and cinema, there have boen dra-
matisations (albeit glossy and uncountroversial) of the Siege of
Masads and the dispute botween Peter and Paul. More signifi-
cantly, Karen Armstrong, a former nun, challenged established
Christian tradition in an intelligent, well researched and lucidly
presentod series on Saint Paul, entitled The First Christian. As we
have alrcady noted, David Rolfe did likewise in his widely pub-
licised sesies Jesus: the Evidence, which was followed by a book
bearing the same title.’ And in The Sea of Raith, Doa Cupitt,
Lecturer in Divinity and Dean of Emmanuel College, Cambridge,
prescatod perhaps the most penctrating television study yet un-
dertaken of Christianity today—a study containing statements far
more contentious than those of the Bishop of Durham.
~ We would not presume to claim that Holy Blood, Holy Grail in
itsclf nocessarily influenced any of these works. Indeed, some of
the individuals cited sbove would unquestionably find themaelves
at odds with certain of our conclusions. But we would like to
think that the success of our book rendered both publishers and

new devclopment. It also places a new and saluiary responsibiiity

tronising ccnsorship hitherto practised by churchmen with their
congregations. If, as in the past, shepherds withhold information
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from their flock, the flock will no longer aoquiesce in the proocss.
It will turn instead t0 books. and tolevision.

- we are corroct in this assumption, we dq) bave a basis for
feeling grutified. Not, it must be repeated, becavse we are on a
crusade. Not because we have a vestod interest, personal or imper-
sonal, in challenging, compromising or embarrassing the ooclesi-
astical establshment. But because we, oo, live in the modem
world. We arc aware of, and affocted by, the pressurcs of that
world: We are vulnerable, like everyone clac, 1o prejudice, and are
conscious of how much havoc bigotry, the excesses of blind faith,
and the tyranny which often accompanics it, can inflict on the
world. It is 1o our benefit, as it is to cveryome elsc’s, thay some
measure of perspective ahould be restored.
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