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ScholaJ1ihlp iUld Public Understanding 

... Th~ fell into my hands by chance a little while aao. Until 

lb<:o·l'd never had any intimation of what "'.. beina dooe DOW­

aday, in the field Of biblical research, or of the aUacb bean, 
lauocbcd by competent historiana. It w... ahock to mo----aod a 
revelatiool . . . I learnt all I0I1l of facta that were cabrdy DCW 

to. me. That the ao.peJa. for eump&e. were wriltal bctweco tJ.c 
yean 65 aDd 100. That, means the Church ... founded. aad 

w.. able to CUTy OIl, without them. TbiAk of ill More than 
mly yean after Christ', birthl It', .. if IOIDCOOe today wanled 

to write dowD Napolcoo', words and decda without bc:inc aWe 
to oooault • ainile written document. ooly vaaue IDCIIIOrieI and 
anecdoeca.. I 

Apert from the rderence to Napoleon. the above quotatioo. &0 

.iudF from the Ietkra and verbal dt.claratiooa we rccdvcd.lIliPt 
have tatH~. almU6t yei·......uiium. the ieiiu~ of. oootaupoo;.., 
reader to HoIyBJood. Holy Groil wbaa it w.. publiabcd ia 1912. 
In fact. the worda are from a DQyeJ, J-a,. JIaroi.J by R.oter Wartia 
du Oard. publiabod in 1912, and in that novd they dicjt u.. 
I"C::8poo1C: 



- ---- ---- .........------ _.- ­

... Before IonI all t~ of any inteUectuaJaandina.' . . 

will have JalCbcd dade CODCIUliooa. In fact, they'U be .mlwi· 

that aindN:ntb~twy· Catholica .contrived to believe (orao 

Ioq in the lita"altruth of thoeepoc:tic ~ I 

Yet cwa bciore the time of thia 8ctiOoal di.aIepe. let in t~ 
18101, Jaua ud the ori(ina of Otriatianity bad bqun tAl emerge 
.. a burpooinaiDduatrj for racarcben. writenud ~ 
In the early li.J.tcc:Dtb century, Pope Leo X is 00 fClCO£d .. declar­
ina: 'It baa IeI'VCld us wdl, thia myth of Chriat.' Aa early u the 
17401. ICboIan had deployed wbat we wo,dd DOW rtJOOgB:iac: u· • 
valid biatorical methodo&oIY fOl" qUdtioalb' tbe veracity olacrip­

tural accounll. Thua, between 11~ .- t7~7, Hennann Samuel 
Ilc:imanaa. a profcuor at ~ had argued dial Jesus· was 
nothin. more than a failed Judaic ~oI"tiooary whole body wa 
ranoved from ill tomb by his diaciplca. By tbe mid-niDdceutb 

century, German biblicaIacbolanbip bad truly·COIQe of.. and a 
datina of the OoIpell had been caUbIiabcd wbicb--in ill ap­
proIICb and in molt of ill oooCl~aliU deemed valid. To­

, day, DO reputable hiMoIUn or bibIicaIlCholar wooI(J deny t:bat the 

earlieat of the 00Ipda WII COIDfX*ld at k:ut a fCOCDlioo after 
the eveull it clclcribea. The throat of O«man raearcb wa even­
tually to culminate in a poeition awnmariecd by Iludolf Bultmann 
of the Univenity of MaJbw). ODe of the molt impoNnt, molt 

famoua and molt eata:mcd of twaltietb-«8twy biblical commen­

tatoR: 

I do indeed think that we can ..ow bow aIm<:.t oothin& 000­

oernina the life and penooality of JeatII, ,Iince the early Chria­
tian 1OWCC8 abow oo·intc:rcllt 'in either, are 1DORO¥ClI" frqmen­
tary and often &qendary.' 

Yet Bultmann remained a d'cvout Chriarian. He <lwl:lo by iIidt­
log OIl a crucial diatiDctioo between the Jeaua of history andtbe 
Cbriat of faith. Aaloo. II thia diatinctioo ... 8Cknowbtpl. 
faith remained tenable. If UK diatinctiQo wen: not acknowledaed, 

,­
faith would inevitably tinct itaelf eroded .... cmbarraued by the 

.inehaclab&e facta of hiatory. , 
This WII the bnd of coochWoa to which ninetcc:oth-centUl}' 

0enrw1 bibliCal ICholanhip wouJd avmtuaUy lead. At the IUDe 

time. however, the beatioo of traditioaallCripturaJ auchority ... 
&lao beina cbalJenaod from othts quarten. 1'be OOGtroveniai ooa­
teotieoa of Oaman rc:llCJtiCh ranaincd oodncd to a 'nudcd 
ap~ of apc:ci:'liatl; but in 1863 the Preach weiler F.mcIt Rlau 
caUMld a major international OOOlrovawy with hia cdebr'aaCld~­
.dler 1Ju Life 0/J~ This work., which IOUjht to atrip Quia.­
banit, of ita IUpematUraJ t,rappinaa and praeot Jcaua .. '.. in­
comparable man', wa perhape the IinaIe ~ talked-about book 
of iU •. 1& impact on the publiC ... eoormoua; and amooa the 

I ftJura it mc.t tkcply influenced wa AJbtst Scbwe:itzu. Yet CYaI 

\ Renan'. treatment waa to be reprded AI uccbarine and uncriti­
I' cally lC1l~taJ by the seoeration of ModenUau who hed bqwa 

to appear in tbe lut quarter of the nineteenth ocntury. ADd Ihc 
majority of Modernists, it should be noted, wen: workina withia 
the framework of the churcb-untiJ, that ..iI. they were oaiciaIly 
-ooOdemned by Pope Piau X in 1907 and an anti-ModenUat a.tJa 
WII introduced in 1910. 

,By thia time, the ftndinp of both German biblicAl echolanblp 
and of the Roman Catholic Modemiatl bad bqun to lad thoW 
way into the ana. ThUl, in 1916, the ~Iriab novdilt Ocor-. 
MOOR ptibIWwxI lUI own 8cUonaliJcd acoount of Jc:auI in 1JN 
Broiok X.rill&. Mooce caUKd oonaiderabIe acandal by ~'" 
Jaua II avvivina the Crucil.ion, aDd beina Duned t.ek to 

health by Joeepb of Arinwbca. In the yean ainoe n. .,.,. 
Kerlllt ... publiahod, thet'c ha.ve bCc:a IIUIDClI'OtII other Ictiou1­
iaed aooounli of the 00epcJ wry. ID 1946, Ilobert GoYal pub­
Uabcd Ilia amtMtioUI ftctional ponrait. KI,.. J..,.in wbicll J-. 
~ aurviw.a the Cruea. And in 19S4, Nik.oI ltauntuktl. die 
Nobel Pr'a:z.o-w-iimiuj Gf:edt. auilioi, ~ lUI iuMilullik.-J 
rumpus with TIu Lui TemplDlioIL In 00Ill{Mt to the lCleUl ...... 
in ·Woon: ~ Onvea, KAzantukU'. protqooiat docI die a. die 
Crou. Defore be doea 10, boweva-, be baa a YiIioo of what ,"" .... 
&hoUld aod. wouJd have been bad be DOC voluntarily ......'"*' 
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himlelf to hit final ucri6oe. In thia ~ lind of 'flaSh-for­
ward' in fantasy-Jesus IeeI himaelf married to t,he: Mqdalene 

(for whom be .... lUlled aHthrough the book) and fatherinS • 

family upon her. 
11Iae eump&ea illustrate the nten't to which biblicalachow­

ahip opeocd up new tCrritocy for the afta. TWGhundred years agG, 
a novel deal"" with ICriptural material would have been unthink­
able. Even poetry would not address lOCh matlen except in the 
Jll()R or ae. orthodoll more or k:aa devotK>nal' form of. Pa'rad~, . 
Lost By the twentieth century, bowevet:, Jcaua andhia world tur.d 
become 'fair pme" not for lUridly aenutional purpoeea.t>ut .. 
valid poinll of enquiry and exploration for serioua, mletnationarly 
acclaimed literuy ftprea. lluoup Uteir work. the fruita of bibli­
cal ICbolanbip were diueminated to an ever-widenm,s audience. 

Biblical ICholanhip it:aelf did not atand still. Jesus and the 
world of the New Tcat.me:nt con'tinuod to be addre:uodby proCca­
aional biatorianallAd reaearcben who, with increuioa riaouc and 
frcah evidence at their diapoul, soupt to establish Ihe facta aur­
roundina that eoipnat'ic individual of two thousand yc::an 110 . 

Many of u.eae worb wen: inteoded primarily for ot'baaperta in 
the 8e&d and attracted littkpopular attention. A few, however, 
were pitched to the &eoeol radinS public and enaendercd coo­
aidcrabk controverty. 11te /'ruaJPer Plot (1963) by Dr Hush 
Scboo8eld .pod that Jeaualtqcdllia GWOmock crucihioo aDd 
did not die 00 the Croea; the book became an intenWiOoal beet­

-.eller, with mOl'e than three million oopiea DOW in print. MOR 

recaltly, controversy wu provoked by JUIU 1M Magtciall. in 
which Dr Morton .Smith depicll Ilia protaaoniat AI • typical W(')l)­

der-woder of the aae. a figure of. kind that thronged the Middle 
Rut at the bqimUoa of the: Cbriatian era. The lCSUI ~ MGrtoo 
Smith ia not aipi&candy diJrerent from. JaY, ApolloBiua ofl'yana, 
or the ,prototype (uaumina one: exiated) of the Iqcnd.ry fiaute of 
Simon Maaua. 

In addition to material devoted specifically to Jeaua, there have 
been innumerable worb on the: origina ofChriatiaaity, the forma­
tion of the: early Church and itS rooll in Old Teatament Judaiam. 
Here, Dr Scbonfie1Cl baa again played a prominent role with a 

-
Ieriee of worb addreued to the ~ 01 the New Tc:eta­
malt. ADd in 1979 Elaine Pagda attnaed the world'. aUmtioG. 
and an im.malae n:adeobip, with TIN OIltMlIc &,p,lJ-a atudy 01 
lJIe Nil Hammadi ScrolJa. diaoovcn.d in EoPt in 1945, whdl 
oI"ered • .-.diem oew interpretation of 01riatiaD aeachioa aDd tra­
dition. I .. . 

~lical et'bolanhip baa made enormoua advancea dUl"iq the 
lut forty )'~.aided immenKly by. the diIoovery of oew priJDuy 
IOW'Ca,. . material unavailable 

" ' 

to mleUCbrn in the
, 
put. The 100M 

famouI of the8e aourca, of COW'Ie. 1ft the Dead Sea 
" 

ScroIIa. etta­
oove.-cd in 1947 in the: miDI of the Medic Ellene community 01 
Qumran. In additioo to lOCh major" diacovcrice. many putI 0( 

which have yet to be pubtiab«i. other IOUrca have gnduaJly boco 
cominS to t1aht or, after IOOg aupprC'8ioo. are bani circulaaod 
and Itudied. . 

A. • rault, Jeaua ia no longer a ahadowy figure exiatina 6n the 
aimpliatic, fairy-tale workJ of the Go8pda. PaJeatine.t the 8dwot 
of the Chriatian era ia DO long~ a nebuJoua place beIofiainlmo.-e 
to myth than to bDtory. 00 the:contruy, we DOW know ..... 
deal 8bout Jc:aua'a milieu. and far mon: than lOOK prac:tialaa 
Chriatiaoa realiK .bout Pakatine in the ant CICOtury--tlilOCiol­
00, ill ClO(')OOIDy, ill politica. ill cultural and reJiaioua cIiwacc«, 
ita biawr:icaJ actuality. Much of Jcaua'. world .... cmcrscd ftoaa 
the bu.e of 00Iljcctun; apeculariou aDd mythic bypcrbolc. aDd AI 
cltar'er aod bette:.- doeWDalted than, laY, the world of Kiq Ar­
thur. And althoup J.c:auI binulelf remainI to ......i8caot ~ 

duaive, it .. u poeaibk to deduce plaUlibie information about kim 
.. it ia to dcdooe auch infonnation about Arthur, oc Robia Hood. 

TIlE FAILURE OF BIBLICAL SCHOLA.IISHIP 

Deap~ all Una, the hopc:ful prophecy which we qUOUld at the 
bqinn.in.& of thia book baa Dot been fulftUed. Thcolotiaol oIlnld­
lectuaJ ItandinS haw: not-at leal, no( publicly-oomc to Iharc 
tbose cooduaiona, R9f to be amaztJd at the credulity of thdr DiDO­
teeoth-a:atury pr~. 10 oertain quarteR, dopna .. ilaoy­
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Ihinl.IDOR eotraM:htd t:Iwl ever. Deipte the curralt problem of New T,..,·ment ecbOlanhip to the .....no. of tile la, public. 
o¥el'-populatioft. the Vatican CUI ItilI impoec ita ~ on birth Apert· from 1M Pu.ao.er Plot. virtually DOIIO 01 daiI ICbo&anhJp 
oooU'Ol aDd abol1ioo--tIot 011 IOOial OI'moraJ poUoda. but 011' h.u found ita way into popular ~ Arew ~ lUCia 

IheoIoIicat ~ Ire. cauaed by a bolt of IiPtniBa at York Minalu, .. ~esw lite, Magkia" and TM GIWSlk Go¥cb. !-ave boeo widely 
caD IliU be n:prded .. ~~ divine wrath at thl: appoint- r,evtewed: m.cuucd and diatributcd, but their re.dc:nhip .... bcaa 
IDCIlt of a oontaalioua bIIbOp. Thia biabop'. ambipoua .~u ~cly .confined to people wj,th a put:iculu inlaal in lhdr .... 
OIl upecta of keuI'. biopapby can atill provoke ~trqe amona I )let maltu. ~~ of tbe work dooe in RlOalt yean baa imp..... 
people who rd'uIe to believe anythina but that their .viour was I ~y. 00 ~~ta. M~b of it iI aIao .riuaa apeci8ca1Iy b' ... 
cooccaved by the HOly Spirit OIl a main. And in ~ com· i ciahata, beina vtrtua1Jy lInpenetrab&e to the uninitiated . 
munitica, majoc woeb of literat,ure ca be bumcd from acbooll So faJ: AI LheIen«aJ public it ooocerncd, .. well .. tbc:I 

and I.ibrarit:e-or eve&. oecuionalty"bumt-f()( chaUengina,.trad'i- , cburchc:A wbominialu to thatpublk, the WOl'D ciltJd above miabt 
tiooalecripturailliCCiOUDla, whilt a.new curreDt of fundamefttaliam never have been pmducc:d. Ocorae Moore'. depiction of Jc:eua .. 

.. can lICluall, in8UCDCC American'poIiticathmup the: IUppot1 of havina SUrvived the CruciflIioD followed on from a OOUIclOUo.I 

milliona eqer to be raptURldawa, to a heaven IDOR or leu ina- II maintained not only by some of the oldeat heraiea, but abo by tbe 
chanphlc with Dtmeyland. , K.o~and l'hua widely accepk:d throushoot lalam aad the .. 

However unorthodox ita preaeotatioo of Jeaua. Kazanlza'kla'.: Iamk world. And yet the same claim, whc:n prdm.....ted by ~ 
1M LiW Tempu,tioIt it apelliooatdy f'diaioua. ....ion..teI, de- I crt Oravea, tbm b~ f)r Schoofidd in ~ Pru.to~, Plot. attncacd 
voliooal, puaiooately Chriatian won.. NeVcrthdca. the: DOvel WAI : ~ much acandaJ and incredldity u if it bad neva bceo bro.cbcd 
banned in many oountrira. iocludin. the author. native (}ru)ce, I ~ore. In the field of New Teatament IItudiea, it it u if e-ch DCW 

and K.az.antzakia bifDlCllf w.. QOOIDIDunicar.cd. AmooI non-Ie- . diacovery, each new UIa1iOo. is .w:aUowc:d up .. quickly .. it caa 
boo worb. ScbonWd'. TIN~,PIo.I. dcepiae lmQM'#lK .... I be made.. F..Iw;h mOlt OQIWanlly be preaeated aoew, only to diIep­
provoked much bittu hoIitility.. , pear apan.Many people radod 10 cutain uaeniooIin our OWD 

· In 1983,' David 1tDIfe, wodina fOf" Londoo Wcekeod Tdevia&oo I book .. if·TIN Ibuot'e' PIoI. or OnavCl'. KI". Jau. 01 Moore'.
j 

I and awmeI 4, bepa work 011 a tImJc-put tdeviaioo documen- TIN lInNM K,ritlt-----or, for that malter, the Koran itRll---bad 
tar)' eDtitied JaId.' • Efttk""- The ICrieI took DO poeitioo of ib Dever bcea wrinen. 
OWll, eodoncd DO pu1icuIar point of view. It limply aJdeavOUlc:d, This ia an exl(aordinary situation. pcrhape unique in the mtinl 
10 aurvey the 8dd of New TClItameot Itudic:a and to ... the : lpectnun of modem biatorica1 reeeareh. In every otb« Ipbcn 01 
value of varioul t.hcor'* pI"OIJOICd~ Yet eYeD befor-e the ~ lOt ' hiatorie.aJ cuquiry, new matuial ia acImowledacJd. It may be d»­
ODder way, Britiab prcuure poupe were: Iobbyiaa to a..vc the puted. AttcmpU may be olade 10 IUpprCII it. AJIemaliYd" it IDA, 
eotapriae IUppnacd. When it WAI ftaiahed, in 1984, it bad to be be diacated and ulimilalcd. But at bit people bow .bat .... 
ecra:ocd, in a private 1bowiDa. to a n~ of Mcmbc:n ofParlia- . already bec:o diaoovered, what baa alrady bcaa Mid twallJ or 
meat before it oouJd be clC:and for traummion. ADd altbouih I Ifty 01" 8eVCllty yetlf'l qo. ~ it IIOIIIe epocb of puilae ad­
lUblc:queat r-eviewa found it thorou&hly I8AC ud quite unooo- vance. wbenby old diaooveric:a and oont.c:otiou. and a 00IpUI 01 
troveniaJ, clerica of the Church of f.n&land publicly announced knowkdae comt.a into beina· Rcvolutiooar-y lhcoricI may be ao­
that they would be on .tandby alert 10 deal with any members of cepUd or dU'cardcd, but oop.iaaooe ia at leut tak.co 01 tJaaD ud 
their oonareptiooupec:t by the proerammCI. ~ what pl\'lCodc:d them. A ooolat exiat&. Cumulative ooatribu-'

Juus: lite E~ilk"ce bad It()Upt to brina lOIRe of the advanccl in bona by atw:ceaaive aeneratiool of rcae:archen create an iDcrcuod 
J 

, 
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udincRlllina UDdc:ntaodina. Tbua do we aaJuir'e ~- kDoYt'kdae '. 1'0 t~e woe of tbe .television aericI IIIt.DboMd abcwe, • pand 
orbiltory,lD ........... wdl. orapccilcqJOCbI ao'd~eo... 1b.. ~ ,00 the aubjcct wu traaamiltod. A aUlllber of dialio­
do we ~ a cobcRDt ...... of aueb Ilprea .. KiD, Arthur,. ItJiabcd· COIIUBeolaton. mOlt of them ere........ic:a" were uat'm­

Robin Hood 01' Jeuoe d'Are. 1'beIe imapI' an: OOOItaDtlypow- , bled to evaluate the programmes aod their ~lioIa DuriJll 
iq, ~dy IDUtatiq, OOMlaDdy beiDa aUIJDCBtcd by new ma- tbe counc of thiJ. panel. discuaaioo, leYeraJ of ahcoootribulOl'l 
&erial. _it beccaeI •••na... . .,reed ..~ one teJlina powt-. In tbe lut year, the IaIDC point .... 

So far _ the.pecraI public .. ooocerned. New Teatammt hi&- been echoed DOC only by the Bishop of Durham. but abo by abc 
tory ..... allrikial OODtrut. It ranai'oIltatic. undCC1Cd by'~. Arcbbiahop of Canterbury. It, wu abo • focus of debele at a 
deveIopDWI"; DCW cIiIcowricII. oawlJutjRp. Each ~~venlaI .ublequen.a Iynod of the Chul"ch 01 Ea&1'nd 
MICItioa .. tredld • if it WCf'C bcinI .... for the ...... tuDe.. Thus , According to eeveraJ puticipanla, the prevailin, iponaoc 01 
&he Biabop ofDurlwn'. t~.~"produee ... \ New Testament scholarship ia in ~sc: pM ~ fault of 1M 
much or a Ibock-borror reactlOO • if abe ~. own ack.nowl- churcbel themseivel and of the ecc't:lI·...c.J eatabIiIhmmt. Any­
edpd prclCUIIOI', Arcbbiahop TempIic. bad never lived, never pre- oDe in the ministry, anyone tl"ainiq for the miniatry, ia. ... 
Iided over the An,lican OIurch botWflClD the w.... and never made, matler of course, confronted with the Iatcat dcvelDpmeota in bibIj­

CIIeIllialJy Iimilar ~... I eaJ reaearch. Any aemfiurian today will am at Ieut ,oIBed,i.., 
Each oootributioo in the IeId of biblical raearcb iI like a foote of tile De*J Sea ScroUa, of the N.. Hammadi Scrolll, of the 

print in undo Bach ill oovered a1moIt iouocWa~y and, 10 far.. history.and evolution of New Teatameotltudica, :ofthe more 000­
tile pac:raI public ill 00D0eI'DIld. left virtually...thout ~ Bach ~venw ltataDc:ata made by both theolosiana and hiatoriau. ,., 
mull OOOIIaDtly be made anew, oaJy to be covered.,.an: . . 'Au kfIQwkJgellas fIQI beell pas.J«J 01110 ,lie /iJity. lu COIlICCJUmOO. 

Why aboWd thia be? Why abouJd'biblicallCbOIarIhip. which .. a JUIf baa opened between eocteaiulica and their~. 
pa1ioent to 10 many livea. be IbUi immune to e~u~~ ~ Amoo, ~~vea. eceJaiaatjca have become eminently 1Opbti­
vdopmeat? Why abouId the peat mMI of beUcVlDl CbriatianI In catcd aDd erudite. They ~ to the "teat diaoovaW with bIu6 
fact bow _ about the Ipn they wonhip than about hiatoricaI j ap&omb. rcmainin. unruJIk.d by theoIosica.I OOIlll'OYeray. TIley . 
laura d far ... rdevanoc? In the put, wben auch .kaow:kldae! DUly lad· oootentiooa aucb .. thoec we have made quc:ItiooaWo, 
WU iD~ or danaeroua to pcomula-te. ~miatlt b:-vel~t DOt 1UJ;pI'Wn. eX acandaJoua~ Yet' nothin. oflhia aophiatica­
heal lOGIC jUltiticatioG. The mowlcdp today II both ~bk boo haI.been traBlmilkd to lhcir ftock. Tbc ftock mcdWll viflu­
and ufely promllipaed. Yet tile pnctiIina ~. nmaina.. ally no biItoricaI ~ from ita abcpbenl-wbo iI believed 
iporanl .. hiI pRldecatlon or OCIlturica AIOi and. be 1Ubecri~ eo be the definitive authority in IUCh mallaL Whea, in oooao­
e.eotially to the ume limpliatic IOOOOIlIi be beard wbaa be him'l q~ aueh t.cktroond ia"preaenkd by wriaen like ou.neIYCII. 
adf ... a child. . I Jather than by the ofticW abepbenl. it can oftco produce a rae-

A f'undameotalilt IJliaht well UICI1 that l:he lituation bean ·wit· lion a,mountina to Lrauma, or • penooaI crilil of faith. Eilhct we 
DCIa to· the railicnce and teucity of'Cbriaaian faith. We. dO DOt .~ rqudcd u p-atuitoualy dew'ucovc: Jcoooc'..... Of IJI,o 

8nd .ucb an explanation latilftctory. The ChrlItian faitb may Ihepbent himIdf becomc:a .uapecl for havina witbhdd iQfonoa­
;......"wd ~ r~! !!!d ......,..!<.\I.. H~ h.u proved it to be IO~ lion. "The ovuaD dl'flCl .. r~~"Y 'h~ ~ g !f ~~ @I! 

But we ue not taJkiq about faitb-wbicb ID.uat ncccuarily be aD. oraanUcd oonapiracy of lilc.noc aIDOI1. cburchmaL I 

intc:oldy private, lntmKly .ubjcctive aI"aii. \\Ie are talkinI about This, then, Is lhc: situation .t preaent. 00 ahe OIIC band, there II 
documented hiAtoricaI facta. : the ccdeaiUticaJ hiencchy, .teepcd in what hal bolla wr1t1al ia 

I 
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tho put. vencd in aU the lattat upcctJ ~~blicallCholal:dii.P-~ theae placa. M>w far they rniBht be from ~ odIet, bow Ioaa. 
the other band. then: AI the lay ~ to ~bom hiblic*l Joume,.y from.,,<ODe. 10. the other.,miabt tab. T¥ IiIlM of varioue 
IChoIanIUp II ~~ unkDoWD kln1tory. T1te ~-::: OIic~fu~are o&n meaainaka Rtdaa. aad Jewa mill 
... weII-.... cleric .. acutely a.are, for ~pIc. ;. oonfuainaIy in the t.eqround. like eatnl 011 a 11m ICl, and ifODe 

tioIa bc:tweeD wbat ill is the New TCl'Unvnt I~ aad wbat .. aD hu any concrete imap of them at an, it _lIy deri~ from . ._.1. . H' oI..-1_ly bow much--. ' ......-­
8OCRJb08 0I1a1« U.-UOO. e ...ware an:--- ., . 
Of' to be more aa:urate. bow IiUIo-the ICnptuJ:el actually -:". 
. ' " iodcod of bow mucll ~ty, 

He ilaware 01bow m~1atitude. . '. the oootradictiooa 
there II for iDtapI'dabOG· IU auCh a cleric, ' 

. .... a--..........-:-;u and th~, were per,-j
betWClCIII fact aad· faiuao --- -,. ~. 
lOIlally ~k'Jd ud, raoIved kJq 810. Such • cleric'baa ~" 

Wed thatlail penoaaI beIWII DOt the ume thinlaa biatori- . 
~ aad be .....fded·1QIDC kiDd of pcnouJ RlCODdUa­
. bet""" the two---e ~tjop which, to • p-e:at..- or::a.=. men.. to aooommodate both. Such.• dc:ric bU 

poerally "beard it aU btlore'. He II wilikdy to be atart1ed by ~ 
kiDd ~ cvidenee or bypotbelia praeak'Jd by ua and by otba' wnt­
en. It will a1rtady have ber.a familiar to Iaim, and be will. have. 
formed lUI own oooclulioM Ioaa .,0. 

1D OOIltnltlO the Iearocd abepbcnI, abe lock baa DOt had ooca­
aiOIl either 10 familiarile iUdf with the evide:oce in qllCllrioo 01' ro 
ooa&oat the iaoOO,jeteDCiel betweea ICriptura.l aooouata aod the 
actual IaiIaoricaI beck.drop. RX- the devout Cb,riWan. then bM 
beea DO ~ to rccoocilc r.ct aad faith. bia10ry and ~, 
limply beta,. be baa DrlVCII' Mel 80y .-.00 to believe. ctiIlioo­
doll betwa:o them miabt ... He ....y. DOt even have tbouaht 

CQIIICiouIIy of PeketiJle two OwM_nd ,... &10 ... ¥a'}'~. 

place. pndIdy Iituatod· ill ..-co aDd time, ~ to • ~ 
wcba" ~ aocW. pIY~ potidcaI. ClOOOOIDiC and rei..... 
r.cacn----tIIc I8IDC I'acaon that opcnte in anY 'raJ' Ioeatity. pMl, 

or pRlMIIt. On the oootnIy. tile atory in the· 00epdI je 0&.1: advClltuR .. pippina .. any ddcctive tale 01' IpJ tUiIIer. At dIo 
uuaty divomd from all ~OOIll.C1t~ aarrativc 01·..... lame timc. the adYalture had abo proved im~J inbuaaIiYCl, 
~ mythic aimpliclty oucted is • 1011 oflliDbo. • 1J1NfJ/t"! lln00vcrina vaat tncb of our civili..tioo'....--ad DOt lull bit­
never-land of Iooa qo and far ...y.Jc.ua. fOl' uamPie. &ppClUIiti&al--wbich we and our rmden ndaht .d odaenriIe ~YO Ud 
DOW in 0aIikJc. DOW iii JudMa; DOW in JauIakm. Of' OIl the'bankJ: 0CCUi00 10 uplor-e. It la • tnliam that • aood 1toIy ....... tal­
~ the Jordaa, IU the modem. Ouiatian., ~, ~ is oftea l, ina; it ..aeema, :10 have • lifi,e and momcotum of ita OWII. wlUcla 
DO ....... of the posraphical aod political rdauoo ~I ckmand upceuioo. We wiabed to ahare our atory, in mucla 1M 

one or aootherHollywood apectacular-Pilalc oomplclc with 
8--.,.":1:1' .;, t 
.,~ync:ac acce:n . 
For-the lay oonpept\oo, ICriptUral aocoonll aR rc:prdcd II 

1;.. _1 L;_, . If •...0;__ .... , 1_ ~ ....__ ..u . 
UMa" ...tocy,.• Ie -COO1aUIaI story,.. DO ... true - -­

. '. . , ., •
VO~~ an ~~ oootut.Neve.- bavma ~ taqhl oth­
«WUe,by Ilia apu:aroaJ IDCIlton. many • devout bc:IitNa' .... had 
no DCt'Jd to queatioo the problema poecd by auch • ooateU. W1Ir.a 
theae problema are auddenJy poecd by • book auch • oun. tbcy 

will .quite undentandably ~u~ ~ .form of rev~oo., ?" of 
1aC~~,And w~ oundvea ~ IOabnCbvely be ~~~ 8O~­
am.tian , .. wnla'l f:I1I8ItJd 1ft • fully led'" cnMadc wllicla 11'. 
ua. .. militant advenaricl. apinat the Clcc'eli..ric.1........mm. 
---- if we were penooaUy bent 00 topplioa the odiIoe .~ QfiI,. 

teodom (aDd 80 naive _to think lIUCh • feat ax-ibIe)' 
. 

oua, CONCLUSIONS IN PEllSPJ«:I1VK 
_. 

Need. to ..y, we barbom DO luch inlalboM. W. are DOC .. 
...cd in any 1011 .of cruudc. We have no par1icuJar cbirc to 
make 'oooverta'. We certaialy are DO( ddibc:raltlly bJiallO ..... 
pcopIic'. faith. In Holy Blood. lJoIy ONi! our mod~ .. 
ft:aIly quite IimpIc. We had. &tory to tdl. .... the IIoIY _nard 
emiocotlyworth rhe Idlioa. Wc:had hem involved bI_ hiIaorbI 
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woe way that ooc miJbt tUI • frieDd'l ann and call Ilia or her 
atteDtP to • atrikinIlaodacapr:. or • apcctacular luoaet... 

Our, coocIUIiooa about JauI were an inlqru part of cx.u advc:n­
awe. lacbd, _ MYalllUe ltd led Ulto them:. We umplylD~ 
¥ked our ...... to wi.... the procell w~ ~t bad done 10. ' 

I 
I	 -n-c arc the CODCIuaiou we reecbtd.' we Mid lD c:l'cet. ~ 

are ." coocI--. hued 011 oUr own RlIeAI'Ch. our OWIl"pI"~\ 
~. our own ~ort. our own lack of p~ 
,. are DOt tryiDa to fOlllthem ilpoD you. If they make ~ to 

you. wdl and aood. If not, feel free to diIcard them .~. ~w, 

.. l -
crnt. How oou!d we pouibly "halam,c IUdI ...noaa1 What • 
mAD experiences in the privacy of U ~ 01 DClOtJMtty 
remain inviolate and inviolabte. And there are many pco­
pie. qwte sane, quite balanced, quite worthy 01 rapaca. who. ia 
lhe privacy of thc:ir paycbta. bdievein thinaa ..... 1InDF ..... tile 
divinity of Hemb Cort&. 

But the timea in which CoI1I.a lived, like the timca .ill wbicla 
~e.Ulliv~,.are doc~ted. ~ know quite • bi~ about ~ biIaor­
icaI conte.:t, the world an which both ftSWea cllIlcd ThiI bowl­
lldiJe is not • matter ol pc:nonal bcIic:I, but of _pie hiIIWricaI 

your own. In the meantime, we hope you found y.our -:OJOUfD: ~t~ I fact. And if • man~.t:' hiI pcnooaJ~_~.~diltort. alia' 01 

us iIl&en:aUna. aatcrtainina andinfonnativc.' And yet It waa .nevl- I kansf~~I.(act..he.~fio,a.~~.~_trhdbUOi·OOi 
table.	 ,iWln our ltibjcct matter, aw we IbouId ~od' ~Vel \ they ahare bia~tief,.Jo.~_the_.I!.~ The aamc: priDclpIc: , 
cupt in the inherent oonfIi,ct bdwtlC'Jl fact, ~~ falth. A aunpk I obtaina if 1 manpermila hia pcraona.l, belief to dc:raoac dramati­
cnmple abou1d aerve to iUuatrate the oompkxiUCI and tbe para- I cally the 14.... of probability and what we know of bUOWl oaturc. 
dolea of tbia oooIict.	 ' 

I. 1520, H<rUb C<xt&, odvancintl oa .h..•••ciCft. MU_.."1 

capital of TeDOChutlb, waa rq.ardcd aa Ilod by the: A.zk;ca. 

Never bavina IClCIl ftreanna or honea before. tbe Azteel rq.ardcd I 

Lhesc tbinp DOt ooly u aupematur:ai, but u cooInu~ 0('1 
QxtI.e'I divine mtul-Ol hia identity aa an. I~atu of thdr au­
preme Iod. QuetzaJcoatl. Today, of oounc. It .. undentaodabIe 
bow Incb • miIoonceptioo can have OCiCUmd. E.VC:R to.~. 

\\Ie could not, aa we aaid, cba:Jkn.Be • man: who believed in

c::.vu.'. divini.y, or who,i. -.. _ .. form 'upuialocd' 
Cort& wtthan him. We could, however, chaJ&en,e 1 man who __ 
acrUd tb.t, U • matter of hittorical fact. Cor1& (like Quc:tuI­
coatI) 'waa born of an cagle and 1 serpent, Of that Cor1IlI ... 
~~ ..~ the wocid, <II" that Cortt.I ~~ died 1MId. ~ 
bidca btl bJBc In lOme underpound crypt ....bDI • prnpIUOUI 
IDOIIletIt to retum and proclaim Ilia aovC".l'Upty OYU Mexico. We 

European .t the time. it would bavebecft comprcbmaible. It iI· , could chalknse • mao who UICI1tld tbat eoau.. CYaI wilbout Ilia 

quite c~ ~. there wu ~s ill an~ w.y di~ about ~rUa. I armour, Wal. immU.DC to IpCID ~ atro'WI, ~ ~ rode.• IIono 
And yet It II equally clear that lD the minda of thole who believed I tbrOllP lei or .y, <II" that be uacd weapooI whicb In reality wen 
in hiI diyiDity,he waa indeed • JOd. . I DOt invcnled until two centuM Iatec. 

Let UI IUppolC that I. modem Mexican I~, ~bape wi~,h is DOt that eatabliabcd .~ of CoI1ta Clplicitly ~y ~ 
ve:atiaea of an Aztec beria..,e. aaaeI1a that he be/~NJ In Cor1&. 
divinity. It miaht ICeOl to ua aomewbat peculiar, but ~e 00tiId ~I 
preaume 10 cbalIc:nae hia bdid'-apccially if hia a.ckpouod. ,hit 
education. hia upbringing, bit culture bad all condueed to feetcf 
'. u~u_ .... .,.it'" ft\i ..ht I'flt.it WlI11d'hinR .much lIIOI"e oro­;,•••••v- , __ .-- -0-- ---~-- ----~-.--. - --. -'. .- \ 

found than 1 mere ooovictioo of Cortta'a (livinity. He IJliabt .-at 
that he experienced Cart& within him, that he eommunod per­
aooaIly with Cor1&. that <Artb appeared to him' in vWooa. thai, 
through CorUa be approacbcd on~ with Ood or with the ..-\ 

I 

u I 

l 

thinp. They do not---'foc the umple reuoo that DO auch tbinp 
_ere ever uacr1ed about Coct& dllrina hia lifedmo. But auda 
~P fly 10 ftaacantly in the face of known hiatory, 10 tly 
to t'heface of human experic:ooe, 10 ftaanndy in the faoc 01...... 
n........._l.a:•..•l._•• L ,----- -~ L_-.1;'-..-- &t.- Dill-'" -"'aiuU:-,­
r·~'I. ".u.al '-aKJ 1:lU~'" UI\:II - Ie .-__ ~ -,-

Aa penooaI bclic:l, they DUly be wilinpupab&c. But pneaated .. 
hialOrical fact, they real OIl too improbeble and too tt:aUOUl • 
baaie. . 

Jeaua po8ea • probkm eaeotWly aoaJoaoua. We have DO ~ 
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10 cha1leap anyooc', pcnooaI faith. anyooc"penouI bdid. \Ik . 
aN.. _Iina wilb the 0triIl Of 0lriJIA)I Of tbeoIoIY, the a,we . 
do cajoya • WlfJ raJ ud very puialaat e.iNaMx: in the paycbca 
end 008 of die faitWul. We are eblina .nib • dtf'erent 
Ipue. 8OmClClOO woo llCtDaDy walbd the aauda of Paleatinetwo 
tbouuod yean .. juIt AI Cor* trod the ItoneI 0( the MC1icaD 
deIcn iD "'9. We are dewli.... ill abort. .nib the Jesua oJ hiattwy 
-ad biIIory. IIowcva vquc ad uoocrtaiia it may 1OOldimeabe, 
will IIill oftaIlJI'u.alt, dIIy ow ....... Of m~ 01" mental im­
.... our precoDCCpCioaI. 

In 0C'dcr to do juItioe to die .Jaua of biatory, ODe. mUat dl"ee­
tivdy diveal ooeM:!l of ~ capeciaUy of the 
prccooceptiooI foatcnxl by ,ubeequeat tradition. One muat be pre­
pared to ClOOtcmplate biblical material AI diapeaionatdy AI ODe 

miabt contemplate chrooid~ pertainiaa 10 Caaar, or AJc:undet 
---« Cor1&. And ODe mUit rc&ain from " prlorlllCta of bdief. 

Indeed, it can be acped that the wiIdom Olbdievinl or diabc­
lievinl it itself queatiooable. 'BdicI' ....y wdJ be: • danlemus 
word, implyinJ, AI it doa. an act of faith whicb may oftaI be 
UDwarranted. People ace flRPUCld 10 kill au 100 readily in the 
name of bdid'. At the ume time, 10 dilIbdieve it AI much an act 01 
faitb, AI mucb an unaublleotialCld ............ AI belief..~ 
-u cxemplilcd by a.bc mili&aat albaiIt or·ratioutilt. for' i....we 
-it In iuclf aood. form of bcIW. To aay IJlat OM doe. DOt 
bdieve in 1depetIaY. or io Jboeta. 01' iD God .... much .. act of 
wth AI bdinina ill lbem. 

It it pn:IcnbIe to think in termI 01 bowlodae- Ultimately, the 
auue iI quite aimplc. Either ODD kDOWI nnahinlo Unnwtiatdy 
directly and at Int band. or mae dOea DOL A ...... who toUcbc:. ~ 
bot atove doca DOl Df.Cld to bc:Iieft is pUn. He bowa pain; be 
upcrialoel pain; pein ill • reality lhat caaDOt be doubced. A IlIaD 

who reoeiv~ an electric Ibock doeI DO( - bimvJf whahct '-c 
bdievea in the form Of encrp kDown .. electricity. He Qperi­
eocca IOfDdhinl whole ~ caaaot be dmicd. whatcws lbc 
t~rm ~ .tt~ (0 it ~ut if oee =: ;«-'-;;,';"i wiUa anYthioI other 
than' empirical ~k:dp of tbiI kind--tf,. in abort. one doca DOl 
penonaUy Iuww aD the ... jIaIa ~Ined the OBIy boIw.et 
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'thit:JI ODe can lay it that ODe doeI not know. So far .. the tbcolot­
icaI attribuua accorded Jeaua by CbriIIiao ....ition. ace 000­

ce::ruClt weaimp!y do not bow. 
Within the .eoeraI apcctnun,o{'thinpoot knod', virtually.ll 

lhinp an: pouible. But 00 the beats oJ one', own CJlpc:ricocc. 011 

the buia of buman hiaIDl"y and dcvelopmmt, IOIDC of tbex aft 

moc-e pcwibk: than othen, IDOf'e or '&c:u 'lik.dy, moce 01' _ proba­
ble than otben. If ODe it boocat, one can ooly ackBow&edae thia 
airuatioe-dw all thin.. an: ~ but that lOme aRI IDOnl 

ptlIIiibIC thaD othen.1t amountl toa simple balance of ~ 

Ua and pla.wbWtiea. What ill more or leu likdy to bne hap­
pc:acd7 What it IDOI'e in KICOrd with mankind', eJpc:ricoce71o tho 
~ oJ truly definitive kDOWlcdse about Jm.a. it IOt.IDS to .. 
more likdy, more ~ mon: in acoord with our uperialoe of 
bumanity, I:bat • man aboWd have been married and tried to 
repin btl riplful tbrooc than that be mould have bcm born oJ. 
main, ~ed OIl water and risen from bit If&:Ve. And yClC thiI 
OOOcltWoo.,loo, muat, 0( oecaaity, remain tentative. It ia • 008­
clUIioo adoowled.ed .. a IIiOre likely pouibilily. DOC an~ 

AI. cn:ed. 

INTEIlPREfATION IN THE'SERVICE OF BEI.JEIl 

Aa we have.ua. much ia known today about the world ia which 
__ lived, the P••ine of two thouIand yean qo. BulIO ....... 
~ hiawlf, and the cyenta IUnOtlDdia& hillifc. are ~ 

tIacR II eo .~ of dc*1itive knowltJdae. The 00apeII. ia&lcd 
the wbole of.. Bible, are UdChy OOcWDalta. which DO ~ 

bIc teboW wouJd -for a IDOIDCIIt 00IUidGr abIoIutoly reIiIbIe .. 
~ tallmony· Oivaa tbia aituatioo, ODe m.... pcaforoe 11,­
.pochoailc. if ooc ia DOC to ranain mute. Onatcld. OM mUll POt 
laypothalMc wiidly; ooc muM oooIne ooc', lpeC"latioo to tM 
framewod of known b~ ..... =d prohw'ailitiai.. Wiihia WI 
fnuoework. bowew:r, it ia pafcctJy valid, ad iadocd ~ry. 10 

apcculatO---t.o intC:qH'd the IDClap'e. OfJMIue .ad oftCII 00II1Ddio­
tory cvideoce that doc:-a Cl1iIt. Moet biblical ICbolanidp illvoI~ 
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IC.c dtcrcc oJlpCCulatioo. So. for that matter, do theoloaY and 
tile a.c1U.op of tile cb.W'Chra. But wbile hiatoricaI racarcb apeeu­
IaIa OIl the bMiI 01 hiIIorical fact. theoIoIY aDd ck:rical taehin.. 
apocuI&ac aIIDOI& _tircly 00 tb.e ICripturea tJlcmtdv~ 
widaout uay nlatiOD 'to biaaoricaI fad. . 

People uvc arped, have ........tered c:a(:b other, .have w..cd 
wan tJuouabouttIM: c:oune 01 die luttwo thouand yean over 
tbe way ia which puticular .....aa abooId be undc:ntood. In the 
ooeleecaloe 01 C'briatian tndition, there ia ODe principle that baa 
ran-iMd oonatant. In the put. when Churcb Farbc:nor other 
individuala were c:oofroolal wirb ODe oJ tb.e varioua biblical,ambi­
luitic:l and oontradictionl, they Jp«ll1iJt«J ~ ita meanin,. 
Theyattanp&ed to inu"".. it. Once 1lCCCpkld, the J)ODCluaioo of 
their apcculatioo---that ia. lhcU interprctatioo-wouid ~ en­
'hrined II ootma. Over tb.e centuriea, it theo came ., be rqudcd 
II eatabliab.cd fact. Sucb ooocluaiooa aft DOt fact at aU. On the 
coolrary"tbcy are apcculatioo aDd interpRAatioa oonleakd into a 
tradition; aDd il ia to tnditioa which iacooataotJymiatu.m fOl' 
facl. 

A linale eumple ab.ouJd aerve 10 ilIuatrate the proa:u. Acoocdc 
ina 10 all four Qoepe1a. Pilate alba to Jaua'. emu an lnJcriptioo 
bc:arina the title 'Kina oJlbe Jewa'. Apart from Ihia. the Ooepda 
teU UI virtually nothina· In John 6: I', &here ia a curioua Itato­
men" thai 'Jc:aua. wbo could ICe they were aboul to come bd 
take him by force aDd make him kUla. eeeapcd t.ek to the billa by 
bimac.....4 And iD John 19:11-22: 'So tile Jc:wiah chid ~ ..ad 
to Pilate. "You ab.ouId not writes 'Kina 01 tIM: Je.a', but, 'Thia ...... 
aaid: I am Kina of tile Jewa..'.. Pilate ....wend. ..What I have 
wriUCD, I have wrillea... ' Bul tb.erc: ia DO daboraUoa or elueicIa­
lion of tbeIe ..- ... We aft Jiven DO RlM1 lodicatioo of wb.e:tbe.­
the tille WII Warraqted or not. c*W 01" not. ~ or DOt. 

Nor are we Jivmany indaeation 01 bow, prociaeIy,PiIatc intcodcd 

the appeUatioo .to be ~ What ~ hit motiYation7 Whatw. bit 8Ctiuu iDic.iJdod to .hi.I;.e? 

At IOIDC poOa& in ~ ~ it wu ~nud. on the baia of 
apeculative in...-pretaUoo. that ~ mUlthave intcodod the titJc 
roockinIly· To IaaYC ..JIIIMld otbcrwiIIe would have bccato raiIc a 
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number of ....kward queatiooa. Today, IDOIl CJuiIIIiaDII bliDdJy 
~ ,II if il wcce a IIUlttU of ...bliebcd Iaca. lIaaa Pilate uaod 
the title in deciIioo. BUI Ihia ia DOl eaubIidIcd fib aa all. If ODe 

reada. the Ooepda lbemadvea, with DO pRlOODCCpIioM wbaaev«, 
then: ia oothin& to auaeat that 'the titIC ... not UIOd in aD ecri­
OUIDta---WII ,not perfectly qitiJaate and ackDowIodacd _ IUCIl 
by At ,hat lOme.of Jalll" OOOlcmpoOriea, includioa Pilate. So ..... 
II ihe Go.peb tbem8dvCl ~ oooca:ncd, Jeaua may indeed uve 
bcallGna' of the Jewa-adlOI" been 10 n:prdcd. It it OIIly Indi­
,tiQo' that hat penuedcd ~ 'ochenriIe. To ...... that Jceua 
maylCtuaUybave beeR ,KiRa of the Jewa is DOl. tbenIoR. to 
ataJId at, variance with the evideooe- II ,ia mc:iely to atand at vari­
~ with a 'Ionleltabl.iahcd tnditioo----a 10111 eatabliabcd l,.aan 
Of bdiefa baled ultimatdy 011 aomeone'. lpfJCulative inkspnU" 
boo. If anything standi at variaooe wilb the evidence. it it thja 

.yi&m of belief.. Fot- in Matthew', acoount oJ JeauI" birth, the 
three ''wile ,men' uk, 'Where ia the infanl Kina bI the Jewar If 
Pilat(: intmded the titJe to be deriaivc:. whal ia ODe to make of the 
quc:atioo ollhe mqi7 Did they, 100, inlmd it II deriaivc1 SurdJ 
DOt. Yea if they were referrina to a kaitimate tilJc:. wby abouId DOC 
PiIale have bc:eo 10 II wd17 

The 0mpcIa are documcota of. alack. mythic limpliciay. Tbcy 
ck:picta workl atrippcd to oertain bue --tWa. • world of • 
titneha; ~, lllmoIt fairy-tale chuectu. But at 
'the'advcol' 01 the ChriItian en, WII DOl a fairy-tale Ill 0­
the ooOtraly, it wu ua aninaltJy 'raJ ,pI8oc. peopled by lodi­
vid.... auebll aoe IJIiabt lind' anywb.en: eItc in the wodd at uy 
other limo in Iliato«y. Herod wu DOl a kina 01 obIcure......... He 
wu a very real poklDtate, wa.o.c rc:iaD (31 to ....c.) cataldi 
beyond ita bmIicaJ ooolexi to overlap thoae of weD bown ItClCU1at 
Iprea---d Julfua Caeaar, f« inManoe, Cleopatra. Mart ~J, 

Au,uatUi ADd other penooaaa familiar to UI from IIChooIwx*t 
aad C'Val from Shakeapearc. AI we have uid. p-It;ati. in tile Ina 
century, like any Glber pbw:.e in the wodd, w.. aubjcct to. 001II­

pies welter of 1Ocial, paycootop:al. political, coooomic; cuJtw'aI 
and rdigioua fact:on. Numeroua factiona aquabblcd with .-cia 
otber- and amollg ttlcmaelvca. Cabala manipu1aaed aDd 1IUl(:hj­
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Dated bebind tbe~. Vari()uI ~ pursued cooJlictinS ob.jCc­
tiVCll, often maldqlalUOUI .Itiaoo". with ach other for the 10k 
purpoec 01 c:&pCdicIDcy. DeaIa WCI'C clandcwdody arranpd Vakd 
in.... jockeyed .. powa-. The populace at Iarae. like the popU­

laoo ••hen .... at 6tIIcr timeI. WltRld· betweea apathetic tor­
por aDd hJlklrical fauticiun, behrclen abjId hi" and faveot 
008vk:tioe. Uttle. ifaDy, of thia ia OOIlveyed by Ihc ~y 

a ftlIiduc 01 ooofuIioo. ADd yet tbeIC cwreola, IJac.e forca, aft 

tiaI fOl' ·,;...t-u·.......·01· 'L_·hiIwricaJ Jc:au.--the I~.. ­aaen MY _---.. UIIl' . ~. 

who actually walked the toil 01 PI"'. two thouI:and yean aao 
-rather than the Qu:iaa of faith. It w.. thia Jeaua ~t we en­
deavound 10 diIcem and oomprcbmd more clearly. To male 
such aD eodeavour it not 10 declare ooeacIf anti-Quiatian. 

DIE CONTEXT ,"_ t\\ 
, .' 

In the wake of Holy Blood. Holy Gtdil. wbco ca1UI"~, 

vehaDeolly declared III to be .aDti-Cluiadiaa. we oou.Id oeIY·1hrua 
beI....y. We ounclYd, it mustbo ....&IJd. bad DO cIc:aift to _ume the role of iCloDoc....i we ..-e limply cauaht in the 008­

ftict bctw~ fact .... fadh. 
NoI', for tbal maua-. did we reprd 1M IIIII"*iooe we made 

about Jaue .. in any way ~ioa 01' outrapoDI. Aa the rc.da' 
will have DOCtJd, rirtuaUy aI.the IU• ....ao. IIad bcea made be­
fore. IDOIt of them quite IllOCIOlly .... ill. a well publiciacd .ay_ 

~	 MOI'flOW2", we were ootaloDe. We'Mll'C IIOt ~ a cranky. 
barc-braiocd IJaeaiI calculated to produce aD "iaItaot bcIet~_ 

00 the oootruy, virtually all our .......,.un.. wens Yay much in 
the maiDMnaID of OOIltaopolUy hib&callddanbip. aDd it •• 
from preciltJy thiI aoboWahip thai -ucil of Our necarcb dCnWlll 
We oooauI&cd the ackDowledpd e&pClda ill &be Idd, maoy ~ 

- -~ L. to .L_ -..eraI nuhlir.- ...."t ,.~••Lwhom W"Mo" 1.1'" ILIMIWU I.IKi - • - - ---, - ..... lIIIC -.o.a 
pert we	 did little ID()R thaD .ynlhcliee Ihcir oooclurioQa in a 

redly diJaIib&c ~~~uaiooa were ~ .....illar 
c::oouah to the eoc....MUc.. ataNiahmmt. many of.bocn l"eIWliIy 
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~pk:d th(!ffl. What they had faded 10 do .AI pUI than 00 to 

the laity. 
In private di1lc~iollB, we met churchmen 0{ many dmomina­

'(&boa. Few upresaed any hostility to the coocllMiooa in our book. 
.Catain Of them tOok iaaue with UI 00 one or anothu apociIc 
potnt. but Dloet found our seneral tbeaia plausible. even in IOIDe 

caK:. probable. and' in no way diminiabioSlhc .tatun: of JClIUI or 
the Christian faith. Amonl lay Ouiltianl. however. tho IUDC 
concluaionlattmed to entail blasphemy. bereay, ucrilqe aad 11­
IDOIt every other religioUs ain on the resister. It wu Ibie diIcn:p­
amy of J'eM:tioo tha't we found· particularly .trikin. and inItruc­
rive. OIurchmen. whom one would expect to be mod militant 
about the maUCf, re6pondod with anythins from Irq)lical but un­
surprised indiJference to oulright endoncmenL Their lock co­
spOOded with anythinS fromhorrifiod disillusion to vocifa-oua 
outrage.	 Nothins could tUlve made 10 apparent the failure of the 
churcbea IOkoep lheir congreptiona abreut Of deve1opmcota in 
the field of biblical scholarship. 

AUtb·e Woe, there are aiSD' that the ailuation iI aIowly lqio­
nina 10	 chan:sc. It may well be, of 00Uf'Ie. that the8e aipa an: 
miakadina or lliliaory. llRd that the pendulum will oooc .,. 
twins· baCk in f.vour of "simple fait-h'. with the fruita of hiatoricaJ 
lCholanhip cootinuinS to be ipored or .uppraecd. 10 that co­
IpClCt. the cootaaioo of American fundamentaliam eataioIy all­
sun ill.	 Nevertiteltaa, t'here are diatinct IipI of improvcmalt ill 
lbC: air. 10 num:eroua .. to amount, in their modral way. to a fOl1ll 
Or ait.i.rI---a apirit, Or current. or movement, abroed in tile 
world; 

During the years of our raie8lch, numerous other publicationa 
were already in circulation, hdplna to create. favourabk climalo. 
In the 1910.. at least two nove'" ODe of them a ec:rioua and wdl 
reviewed work or literature, postulated the diIoovCl)' of Jeaua'. 
mum'mificd body. Another popular BOvd called the Ooepda inlo 
queatioo by iUlljeiUUIl the uiaiclK:c oi a new COrpUi oi ina-band 
acriptural acrounrs---nd thiabook wu made into a tdeviaioo 
m~"aerica. In his monumental opus Ttrro Nartru--artaioly ooc 
of the dozen or ao mu.t important novda to be publilbcd in 01 
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...... ainee tbe stJoond World War-the ~pected Mexican 
DOvc1iea car.toa Fuenta depicted Jc:aua ...urytVlng the Crossb¥ 
meua 01 a fraudukat cruciJWoo involvina a aubltit,ute. At least 
OIIC DOYel. Ma,dtlk". by Carolyn Slauahter. prc:aented the Mag­
daIc:ac • J....... Iovu. And Liz Oreene, drawinS on lOme of our 
OWD ~ wrote oJ a bIoodliDe deIcctodcd from Jelua in TIle 
IJNturwr qf lIN "* a novel about NOitradamua publiahal in 
1980. 

So far u IDOI'e academic ICho~hip was concerned, the NIlI 
Hammadi Serol.. appeared for tbe.ft:nttime in Engliah tn:nala~ 

in 1911. and within two yean had inapircd Elaine Pasels's beat­
Idler T'Iu GtIOJ'k Goq.ls. Morton Smith had diacloecd hia find­
in.. .oout the early church in 1M S«nl GaspeL foUowmS it with 
hit oonlrovenW portrait in JUIIS 'he Magidan. Haim Maccoby 
addrcaacd himlelf to the hiatorical Jc:aue in RellOlullon in Judaeo. 
u did Oeza Vennea in loch wOrb u JUIlS 'he Jew. And Hugh 
Schonfteld'i on-loins .eriea of Itudica of 8rat~turyPaleatine 

wu appearinl .t regUlar intervals through the 1'910.. On a theo­
IosicaIlevel. a number of Ansliean clem provoked cooaiderable 
controversy by qucationina JelUI'S divinity' in a ooUection of ca­
aay.. Tlte My,h of God lllaJrrta'e. And ilia alto worth notioS a 
curioua. unaUbltantiattd but fUclnatins book. T1J.e Jaw Scroll. 
.by an Australian writer, Donovan Joyce. 

By 1982, then, when Holy Blood. 1l0ly Gmi/.ppeared in print. 
the w.ten bad already bc.co diaturbod by. freeh wave of matcrW 
pertaininlto tbe hiatorical Jc:aua. True. many people ati1l did not 
know the ealeBt to whicb, for eumple, tbe Ooepela coot'radict 
each other. Or that there are Gospels,otlier than th.OIe in the New 
Tcetameot. which were moc:c 6f Ic:aa arbitrarl1yeJlCluded from the 
canon by oounciJa OOIIlpolCd of eminently mortal. eminend'y r.lli ­
ble men. Or- that Jeaua', divinity had been decided by vote at the 
Council of Nicaea, IOIDC three centuries after Jeaws him.R1f had 
lived. True, too, fundamenlaliam ia aim rabid in America. And, u 
we cbeen'erl earlier, :hwe iUc ,tiiipcople in Britain who can 
ascribe a fire eaUlCd by lightninl in York to 00(1', _r.t,h at the 
appointment of a ao.~ba~ outspoken bishop-u if, amid the 
violeooe. hatred. preJooace, lDIenaitivity and menace of the mod­
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em world. God had nothinS more ~ OIl Ria mind. nothina 
better Woo with· Hia rClOOJUa. ADd lJwR arc IIill people wbo 
can about bwpbcmy or hcreay and danand tl-e umc bUbop'l 
reeignatioe wben be makea 10 Idf~locoauLoo-«BIC. ~ 
ment u that the IlealllnlCtioo canool be cW.nilivcl, ·proved'. 
Nevertbekaa. there is IOIDdhinS 'in the air', 01 which the bUop 
himaelf is a ouWife:atation, 

.'t .wouId be diaingeDuoua 00 our pUt to prdald iponooc 01 
our book'l impact. both in aaIea and cootroven,. fur the .... 
time aince "uab SChootidd'l PtiDorer Plot in 1963, cataio QUCIt­
tiooa pert:ainins to the NeW T.........enlo to JelUi aDd to the 0fiIjqI
 
of auiatianity, were nUlled to the aencoJ radina publio-to die 
ao-called ....... maRet'. rather than to a cadft of acadtmic IpO­


cialiata and Iheo&opn.. And it ~ .ppMalt that tbe acacnJ 
rC*tinl public WM DOl only prepared. but pc*tivdy e.ecr. to 
Iiaten. 

Ndthcr t.eJevWOn nor the put)liahioS eltablialubmt wu blind to 
the pouibilitica. SiJ:H?C 1982. a numba" of new boob have ap­
pean'>d:. In 19Si, TIle IIIwio"ist. a novd by Anita Muon. ~ercd • 
coolfOvcnial but billOrica:lly valid penpective 00 the coaWomoc 
<:>f the early Church; it ..,uabort-Iiak.d for the BookU" Priz:c. 
Bri~" molt pl"atipoua IilttUy .ward. In 1985, Anthony Bur­
ae-. pcrhapI even more coolrovenially, explored much the IIUDCI 

tertiaoo in 1M Kilflldom of1M Wkbd. An incipieat ltonu w.. 
provoked by Michele 1lobertB'. novel TIle Wild GirL On""" M 

we dkt. 00 evideoce in the Naa Hammadi ScroUa, Micbdc R0b­
erti depiCts the Ma&dakne u Jeaua'i lover and u the moth« oJ 
haa child. 00 ita papero.ek publicatioo in 19", 1JIe Wild Girl 
pa;:ovoked dire fulmioatiOOJ not only from the expeeted ~ 

grouP' bot alAo from a wouJd-be TOFquemada in ParliUDal'~and. 
until rather lDOFe uoe judgmatla prevailed. tbe book wu lhrtat­
eoed with proeecutioo under Britaio'l antediluvian bI""""', 

. taw. In the meantime, Robert Oravc:a'. King JUJU" which auaba 
Ueertiona DO ic:aa acandalaua. was rauucd fOF the Ii.... lime Iinal 

1962, in a readily accaaible papert.ck cdi~. (Gravel" book. 
.preaumably, Wall too opaque for tbe &elf-.ppointed cuaWdiana 01 
thought who objected to Micbele Roberta. Or per-bape cat.bh,bed 
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"$ my..... aUoY a CIWtaia .munity .&om aueb cranky UJa1: Jot 
-...... ..., II..- .-t ._. aM ~ IDOIt inlemmatory. 
-.-r_~ --.-- ........
 
ponrapl 01 MuI an,."" ia ia D. H. Lawreooe·.1 ~. "me. WM 
lW. publiIhcwt __ .... lAy yean .. a lDlD1ature DiMta"­

... ia wllidl--6I depicted ..·bavina wbat UIfld 10 be ca8ed 

....... ~.widla ,.... 01.. in aD EcYpliaD temple. At. 

.... dj-eedc =:cr.,- lie dec1ateI. '1 IUD riIeor). 
A--. bibticel IhIdieIIfllU'ld aowardl a DOIl-IpCCialiIa audi­

moe. two of H. Sclaooleid·. boob have beeD reiaued. while a 
DeW OM, n. ..... QlJilIII.J'. appeand ill 1985. The worb of 
MOI1OIl Smith aDd Elaine PaP have au been relealed in quality 
pepc:rbeck oditio-. ha lclIe¥iIioo and cinaDa. theft have been dra­
matiuliona (a8bcit p-y aDd UOOOIltrovcnial) of tbc: Siqe of 
Muada and the dilpuae between Peter and Paul. More Bpil­
CaDlly, K.areo AJ1DIIroDI, a former nuo, challenstd ea~bIiahed 
Chriatian lraditioo in an inleUiaent. well raearcbcd. aDd lucid'ly 
praeated eeria 011 SainI Paul~ entitled 1M Fim CltrUdQ~ Aa we 
have already DOled, David Rolfe did likewile iD bU widely pub­
Iiciaed ICrieI JQIU... Iltt E'ilkna. which wu· foUowtd by a book 
bean... lhe ume lilk.' And in 1M s.a qf 1Vi,II. Don Cupilt. 
Lecturer ia Divinity aodDean of Emmanuel CoUeae. Cambridae. 
pracolCld perbap. lhc molt pcn;etratiq ldevilioo Rudy yet un­
dcr1akeil of Cbriatianily today-e Rudy conlainina ••a.anmta far 
more OOIIteotioua than thole of the Biahop of Durham. 

We would not praume to claim that Holy Blood. Holy Grail in 
ibdf noraaarily inftueaccd any of thea worb. Iodclcd. IOIDC of 
the individ..... cilCld above would unquatiouably lad. tbemeelvea 
at odell with eer1aio of oUr coochlliooa. Bu. we would Iik.e to 

t~ ~ lhe IUCCaI of our book R'.8derfd both pubUahcn and 
ldeYiIioe producen IDOR aWaft of the audialcc for' malerial per_ 
taininl to lhe biaIoricai Jaua aDd the oriBina of Chriatianity----an 
audic:Dee woo.c: appcUae maba IUcla boob and lima. viable. The 
emeraaaee of IhiI audieDcc COOItituta an e~lraDClIy aignilcanl 
......, dcvdo....-..t. It a1Io oIacra • ..-. ...d a_I•••__ ",",IVVI..••·.OW·.·I·, 
.... - ..-- • - --- - - ...utal J - -.----_ . 
011 the chDIChca. rc:oderinS incn:aainaJy untenab&e the kind of pa_ 
troniainS oenaonhip hitherto practiaed by churchmen with t.bdr 
oonareptiona. If, .. in the put, ahepberda withhold iDfonnatioo 

:u 

J... ­
&om thm lock. the fIod will DO .,....Fe ill the prooca 
I.&' will him _ad to boob and ..... 

U· we are correct in t'hi& uaump4ioo. we ~ "we a bMiI fOl" 
fedina pUled. Not, it mua be mpeatcd, bca-.: we are 00 • 

cruude. Not bccauac we hAve a veated intaat. pcnooaI 01" impel'­
1OOaI. in challt:nain& oompromiliq or embarnIIiIiD& the oa:Jt.i. 
ut1caJ...aabIithmcat. But bccaUIC we. too. live in the IIIOCIeo 
WOrld. We are aware 01, and ..octc:d by, the pI'C8IIIIa of that 

world: We are vulnerable. like everyone die, to pnj~ aDd are 
OOIlICiouI of bow much -havoc t>t,Otry, the U~ 01 blind faida. 
and the tyrUwy which oftca aooompulica.,it, can inftict 011 the , 

world. 1'1 is to OW' badt, u it is to eYUymae die'.. tJw tome 

~ure. of penpective ahouJdhe reatorcd. 
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